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In the current work, the thermal stability of the eutectic regions and precip-
itation and mechanical behaviour of near eutectic high-entropy alloy is stud-
ied. The alloy solidified as FCC and underwent sequential ordering to .15 with
order—disorder transition temperature between 700°C and 1000°C. Cooling
rate, variation in the concentration boundary layer, thermal gradient and
interfacial energy were attributed to define the eutectic morphology (15 and
B2). Thermal exposure resulted in homogeneous precipitation of acicular Al-
Ni-rich B2 phase within the proeutectic and irregular eutectic regions. The
preferential B2 precipitation within the irregular eutectic regions was at-
tributed to the lower stability and higher lattice strain associated with these
regions. The FCC: B2 phase fraction after heat treatment was similar to that
of the eutectic alloy. Furthermore, lamellar degradation, globularization and
Ostwald ripening of the B2 phase were observed after heat treatment.
Lamellar degradation occurred via mechanisms like cylinderization, edge
spheroidization, termination migration and boundary splitting. The experi-
mental observations on the phase evolution, stability and order—disorder
transformation matched well with the CALPHAD predictions except for the ¢
phase formation. B2 precipitation during heat treatment enhanced the
mechanical behaviour of the alloy. However, the work hardening rate was
superior for as-cast alloy.

INTRODUCTION

High-entropy alloys (HEAs) containing concen-
trated multi-component compositions are exten-
sively studied because of their interesting
properties.”” Among the various HEAs, eutectic
HEASs possess superior strength-ductility combina-
tions.>® One of the widely researched eutectic
HEAs is AlCoCrFeNi, ; (henceforth referred to as
the eutectic alloy). The alloy in as-cast condition
exhibited lamellar L1, and B2 phases in 65:35
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vol.%.> The L1, phase was found to be Co-Cr-Fe-
rich, while B2 was rich in Al and Ni.”® The lamellar
regions of the alloy displayed two different mor-
phologies: (1) straight, regular lamellae and (2)
curved, irregular lamellae forming labyrinth-like
structures.’

Thermo-mechanical processing (TMP) has shown
the ability to modify the microstructure of the
eutectic alloy.>'°'2 TMP via cold rolling and sub-
sequent annealing resulted in the lamellar break-
down and a microstructure with bimodal grain
distribution.'® Heterogeneous microstructure con-
taining lamellar and nanocrystalline regions was
observed in the alloy after hybrid rolling involving
cryo- and warm rolling.'® Apart from the various
TMP techniques, strain paths adopted during TMP
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Table I.. Elemental composition obtained from SEM and predicted by CALPHAD. L1,-1, L1,-2 and L1,-3 correspond to proeutectic, irregular and

regular L1,, respectively

CALPHAD

1000°C
FCC

=5)

SEM EDS (n

700°C

1353°C

B2

FCC

L1,-1 L1,-2 L1,-3 B2 FCC B2

Overall

Nominal eutectic composition

27.0

0.0004

17.6

2.9

154
24.7

24.4

6.6
17.5

11
20

253+ 1.9
13.1 £ 0.8

6.5+ 0.6
10.6 £ 0.9
44.5 + 0.7

9.1+0.8
20.9 £ 0.6

7.3+ 0.8
214+ 04
20.0 + 0.4
184+ 04
32.9 + 0.3

7.4 +0.3
213+ 04
20.5 + 0.1
18.7 £ 0.3
32.1 + 0.5

145 +£ 1.7
16.8 £ 0.3
164+ 1.4
16.7 £ 0.6
35.8 £ 0.3

16.39
16.39
16.39
16.39
34.43

Al

15.7

17.9

Co

7.2
12.5

18 22.1 8.2 57.8
14.5

17
34

19.3 £
174 £ 0.5
33.5+0.6

Cr

15.1

19.5

19.3

Fe

37.5

349 375 9.5

34.5

Ni
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also played a key role in defining the microstructure
of the alloy.'’'*!® Besides lamellar breakdown and
grain refinement, TMP also resulted in the precip-
itation of Al-Ni-rich B2 within the FCC phase and
Cr-rich coherent BCC nano-precipitates within the
B2 phase.>” Additionally, ¢ phase formation was
reported within the recrystallized regions after
TMP at 600°C.'® Furthermore, TMP at and above
1000°C led to the disordering of the L1,
phase.'®!%17 However, L1, ordering was retained
at and below 600°C.%'® These microstructural and
phase transformations associated with TMP
improved the mechanical behaviour of the eutectic
alloy. The superior mechanical properties of the
thermo-mechanically processed alloy were associ-
ated with the presence of semi-coherent second-
phase particles and solid solution strengthening.”
Apart from promising mechanical properties, the
TMP alloy also exhibited excellent resistance to
grain growth even at annealing temperatures as
high as 0.91 of the melting point.'%!®

Besides the eutectic composition, the microstruc-
tural evolution and mechanical behaviour of the
near eutectic compositions of AlCoCrFeNis; were
explored by Lozinko et al. and Joseph et al.?°.
When a lower Al and higher Ni percentage caused
pro-eutectic L1y, phase formation, higher Al and
lower Ni resulted in a pro-eutectic B2.1° The
fraction of irregular eutectic colonies was reported
to be higher in near eutectic compositions as
opposed to the eutectic alloy.” Kim et al. further
studied the effect of Ta on the microstructure and
mechanical behaviour of the AlCoCrFeNis
alloy.?®?! The increase in Ta and Al fraction beyond
an optimum value was reported to retard the
plasticity of the alloy.?"** Additionally, compared
to the equiatomic and eutectic compositions, the
near eutectic alloys displayed superior proper-
ties.?*?! These studies are essential as maintaining
the exact eutectic composition during large-scale
synthesis can be challenging. Since the alloy with
lower Al and higher Ni percentage displayed supe-
rior mechanical behaviour,?® a near-eutectic alloy of
similar composition was chosen for the present
study. Though several studies exist on the effect of
TMP on the microstructural morphology, precipita-
tion and phase fraction, a systematic study on the
effect of annealing duration on the microstructural
changes is absent in the literature. Furthermore,
the literature is predominantly focused on the
microstructure and properties of the eutectic alloy.
Thus, the current study aims to understand the
effect of the pro-eutectic phase and annealing
duration on lamellar and phase stability. The
evolution of phases and microstructural morphology
during solidification is also investigated. The work
also explores the effect of heat treatment on the
precipitation and mechanical behaviour of the alloy.
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Table II. Elemental composition of phases after heat treatment obtained from SEM EDX.

1000°C—-100 h 700°C—-100 h
Element!
(n=3) B2 FCC B2 L,
Al 25.91 4+ 0.76 4.85 + 0.58 23.47 + 1.03 5.12 £ 0.45
Co 11.14 + 0.14 20.12 4+ 0.63 10.04 + 0.83 19.83 + 0.39
Cr 3.43 + 0.26 22.32 + 0.21 3.10 £ 0.54 21.64 + 0.77
Fe 9.37 £+ 1.12 21.00 + 0.18 8.53 £ 0.72 19.85 4+ 0.87
Ni 50.17 £+ 2.23 31.73 + 1.32 45.52 + 0.67 32.32 + 0.95
F F-FCC

Fig. 1. SEM annular backscattered micrographs showing
proeutectic, irregular eutectic and regular eutectic regions of the
alloy.

EXPERIMENTAL AND COMPUTATIONAL
METHODS

The alloy prepared by arc melting required pro-
portions of Al, Co, Cr, Fe and Ni from elemental
shots of 99.5% purity in a high vacuum system
(8 x 107° mbar). A replaceable thoriated tungsten
tip was used as the electrode. Before melting the
above-mentioned elements, a Ti getter was melted
to minimize the oxygen concentration within the arc
melting chamber. For achieving superior chemical
homogeneity, the arc melting system was equipped
with a facility for electromagnetic stirring. The melt
was chill cast into rods of 10 mm diameter and
100 mm height. From these rods, samples of 6.5 mm
diameter and 3 mm height were obtained using
electric discharge machining (EDM) for heat treat-
ment studies. Similarly, for deformation studies,
samples of 6.5 mm diameter and 10 mm height
were machined.

To understand the phase stability and precipita-
tion behaviour, the as-cast samples were heat-
treated in a muffle furnace (INDFURR 1400°C) at
1000°C for 1 h, 24 h and 100 h, respectively. Addi-
tionally, heat treatment was done at 700°C for 100 h
to study ¢ phase formation. Post-heat treatment,
the samples were water quenched (WQ). To inves-
tigate the possibility of phase transformation at a
lower cooling rate, a sample was heat-treated at

FJ

Intensity (a.u.)

.y )

20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
2 Theta (degrees)
Fig. 2. XRD patterns of as-cast alloy.

1000°C for 100 h and furnace-cooled (FC). Prior to
heat treatment, the samples were vacuum sealed in
quartz tubes to maintain an inert atmosphere.

A PANalytical X’Pert Pro x-ray diffractometer
with CuKo radiation (wavelength — 0.154 nm) was
employed to identify the phases and their lattice
parameters. XRD was carried out at 45 kV and
30 mA, between 20 angles of 20-90° with a step size
of 0.02 and time per step of 20 s. The analysis was
performed using the X’pert High Score Plus soft-
ware with the database files. A Helios G4UX
equipped with energy dispersive x-ray spectroscopy
(EDS) was used to study the microstructural fea-
tures and chemical composition of the alloy. Image J
software was used for phase fraction quantification
and lamellar thickness measurement (average of
value from five SEM micrographs). Phase identifi-
cation and local phase composition were investi-
gated using Tecnai T20 transmission electron
microscope (TEM) equipped with EDX detector from
EDAX Instruments. CALPHAD (Calculation of
Phase Diagram) studies were conducted using
Thermo-Calc software in combination with the
TCHEAZ2 database. Room temperature compression
tests were carried out at a strain rate of 1072 s !
using Zwick/Roell Z100 universal testing machine,
and the displacement was recorded with the aid of
the Zwick video extensometer. The experiment was
conducted again to confirm repeatability.
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Fig. 3. (a) TEM bright-field micrographs showing the lamellar regions of L1, and B2, (a+), (a2) selected area diffraction patterns of B2 and L1,
respectively, TEM bright-field micrographs from (b) irregular and (c) regular eutectic regions with composition along the red line.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Microstructural Evolution of As-Cast Near
Eutectic Alloy

The overall chemical composition of the alloy
obtained by EDS displayed a lower Al and higher Ni
percentage than the eutectic composition (Table I).?
As expected, the SEM micrographs of the as-cast
near eutectic alloy depicted a microstructure con-
taining a eutectic mixture of L1, and B2 phase and
a proeutectic L1, phase (Fig. 1). Based on the
morphology, the microstructure was divided into
three different regions: pro-eutectic L1ls, regular
straight lamellar eutectic and irregular eutectic
regions.

Solidification of the eutectic mixture starts with
the growth of regular straight lamellae with weak
anisotropic variations.?* This regular eutectic for-
mation is associated with the steady-state coupled
growth of L1, and B2 phases from the liquid melt.
As solidification progresses, instabilities leading to
irregular eutectic growth can develop because of the
variations in the concentration boundary layer
ahead of the eutectic front. This results in the
deviation from steady-state growth.?® Partition of
eutectic into regular and irregular regions can also
occur because of temperature gradient and varia-
tion in cooling rate above and below a critical
value.?® The irregular eutectic formation is also
associated with transverse phase diffusion and
capillary effects leading to heterogeneity in interfa-
cial energy and local chemical composition.?¢2
Atomistic facets implying heterogeneity in interfa-
cial energy were reported in eutectic AlCoCr-
FeNi, ;.28 Apart from the formation of irregular
eutectic structures, these can also lead to dynamic

instabilities like lamellar elimination, zig-zag insta-
bility, and 1-1 or 2-1 instabilities (/—interlamellar
spacing).

Though reported to contain L1, and B2 phases in
as-cast conditions, the superlattice reflections were
not found in the XRD patterns of the present alloy
(Fig. 2). However, these superlattice reflections
were observed in the SAED pattern, confirming
them to be L1y and B2, respectively (Fig. 3a; and
as). The absence of superlattice peaks in XRD is due
to the lower order parameter of L1, and B2 phases
in the as-cast condition. The order parameter is
lowered because of the supersaturation of L1, with
Al and Ni, and B2 with Cr. This deviates the
composition from their prototypical stoichiometry
(NiAl for B2 and NisAl for L1y) and reduces the
intensity of superlattice reflections. The variation in
relative peak intensities (Fig. 2) upon rotating the
sample is due to the crystallographic texture and
the larger grain size, which limits diffraction to
fewer grains. From XRD patterns using the Nelson—
Riley function, the lattice parameters of the L1, and
B2 phases were found to be 3.56 and 2.87 A,
respectively. Pang et al. and Duan et al. reported
the L1, phase in as-cast condition to be a mixture of
FCC with nanosized L1, precipitates.?**° These L1,
precipitates were enriched in Al and Ni.® However,
in the present study, such elemental segregation
was not observed within the L1, phase in the as-cast
condition. The precipitation observed in the works
of Pang et al. and Dual et al. are attributed to the
slow cooling rates associated with the adopted
synthesis route. Solidification in these works took
place in preheated ceramic crucibles, which results
in slower cooling rates leading to prolonged high-
temperature exposure.
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Fig. 4. SEM BSE micrographs of the alloy heat-treated at 1000°C for (a) 1 h and (b) 100 h. Subscripts 1 and 2 correspond to microstructure at

lower and higher magnification.

Fig. 5. (a) SEM EDX elemental mapping, (b) SEM micrograph of TEM lamella, selected area diffraction pattern of (b;) FCC and (b,) B2 of the

alloy heat-treated at 1000°C for 100 h.

In line with the phase composition reported in the
literature, the B2 phase was rich in Al and Ni, and
L1, was Co-Cr-Fe-Ni rich (Table 1).>'%?! TEM line
EDS scan from the regular and irregular eutectic
regions revealed larger chemical heterogeneity of Al
and Ni within the L1, phase of irregular eutectic
regions (Fig. 3b, ¢). Furthermore, the phase fraction
of the L1, and B2 phases was found to be 79% and
21%, respectively. Within the regular eutectic
region, the lamellar thickness of L1, and B2

lamellae was 1.25 + 0.31 and 0.64 + 0.16 um, while
in irregular regions, it was 0.53 £ 0.32 and
0.8 £+ 0.23 um, respectively.

Thermal Stability of the Alloy

Heat treatment at 1000°C for various durations
resulted in precipitates of acicular morphology
homogeneously distributed within the pro-eutectic
and irregular eutectic regions (Fig. 4a;, b; and by).
Interestingly, the regular lamellar regions were
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Fig. 6. (a) Variation of B2 precipitate size, (b) variation of B2 lamellar size with annealing time after 1000°C heat treatment (the lines in the

figures are for representative purpose and does not imply the trend between the duration).

devoid of these precipitates (Fig. 4by). These pre-
cipitates rich in Al and Ni (Fig. 5a) displayed
superlattice reflections and were found to be B2
(Fig. 5by). The acicular morphology of the Al-Ni-rich
precipitates could be due to anisotropic interfacial
and elastic strain energies associated with the
multi-component matrix. Anisotropic elastic ener-
gies create elastically hard and soft directions
resulting in precipitates aligning to elastically soft
directions.? As Fig. 5a shows, the B2 precipitates
were oriented in specific preferred crystallographic
directions. Apart from the elastic energy, the
anisotropy of interfacial energies between precipi-
tate and matrix can also contribute to acicular

morphology.?®33
After 1 h of heat treatment, the dimensions
(length: thickness) of the precipitates were

0.76 + 0.49 and 0.16 + 0.03 um, respectively, which
further increased with annealing duration (Fig. 6a).
Though the precipitate size increased, the acicular
morphology of the precipitates was retained even
after 100 h of heat treatment. The microstructure of
1000°C-100 h condition was similar after both
quenching and furnace cooling. When the precipi-
tate size (length and thickness) of quenched sample
was 2.34 £+ 1.12 and 0.47 £ 0.12 um (aspect ratio =
5), the size of the furnace cooled sample was
2.52 + 1.18 and 0.50 + 0.14 ym (aspect ratio = 5),
respectively. The SAED pattern associated with the
L1, phase after 1000°C heat treatment was devoid
of superlattice reflections, indicating the disorder-
ing of the phase (Fig. 5bq).

Apart from L1, disordering, thermal exposure
also resulted in lamellar instability leading to
coarsening and globularization of the B2 phase
within the irregular eutectic region (Fig. 4a,, b; and
by). The extent of coarsening and globularization of
irregular eutectic regions increased with annealing
duration (Fig. 4a;, by). However, the B2 lamellar
thickness in regular eutectic regions was almost
independent of annealing time (Fig. 6b). This can be
due to the difference in FCC-B2 interfacial energy
associated with regular and irregular eutectic

regions. Unlike the irregular regions, the regular
eutectic regions formed via steady-state coupled
growth are presumed to have uniform interfacial
energy.®* Furthermore, the limited chemical hetero-
geneity within the regular eutectic region creates a
minimum concentration gradient within the phases
(Fig. 3c). This leads to slower coarsening and
globularization kinetics of B2 within the regular
eutectic regions. Though the kinetics of globular-
ization was slower in the regular eutectic region,
after 100 h of heat treatment, the breakage of B2
lamellae was observed (encircled in Fig. 4bs).

As in 1000°C heat-treated alloy (Fig. 4), thermal
exposure at 700°C for 100 h also led to Al-Ni-rich
acicular B2 precipitates confined to pro-eutectic and
irregular eutectic regions (Fig. 7a, b). These precip-
itates were significantly finer than those at 1000°C
and exhibited dimensions (length: thickness) of
0.66 + 0.27 and 0.06 + 0.02 um (aspect ratio = 11).
Furthermore, heat treatment at 700°C resulted in
localized globularization of the B2 phase within the
irregular eutectic regions (inset images in Fig. 7a).
However, the L1, phase ordering was retained after
100 h of thermal exposure at 700°C (Fig. 7c1). Thus,
the L1, phase can be concluded to undergo sequen-
tial ordering (i.e., order—disorder transformation
below the melting point) between 700°C and
1000°C. The addition of Fe to the L1y, phase
containing Ni and Al (NizAl) has been reported to
transform ordering from direct to sequential.®>*® In
this alloy, multiple elements like Fe, Co and Cr can
be presumed to have lowered the order transition
temperature. Apart from B2 precipitation within
the L1, phase, heat treatment at 700°C displayed
Cr-rich nanoprecipitates within the lamellar B2
phase (Fig. 7¢2). Similar Cr-rich precipitates were
found6 after TMP at 600°C and were reported to be
BCC.

Based on the overall chemical composition
obtained from SEM-EDS (Table I), stable phases
and their composition at various temperatures were
determined using CALPHAD method. The primary
phase to solidify from liquid was predicted to be an
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Fig. 7. (a) SEM BSE micrographs of the alloy heat-treated at 700°C for 100 h, (b) line scan confirming the acicular precipitate to be Al-Ni type,
(cq1) TEM bright-field micrograph and selected area diffraction pattern of L1, and (c,) elemental mapping from B2 region displaying Cr-rich nano-

precipitates within the B2 matrix.

FCC phase at 1353°C. The chemical composition of
this FCC phase was similar to the proeutectic L1s of
as-cast alloy (Table I). Furthermore, the eutectic
temperature resulting in liquid to FCC and B2
transformation was found to be 1330°C, and these
eutectic phases were predicted to be stable up to
1000°C. The B2 was enriched in Al and Ni, and FCC
Cr-Fe rich (Table I). CALPHAD studies on the FCC
phase displayed a decrease in Al and Co and an
increase in Cr and Fe percentage with a decrease in
temperature (Table I). Furthermore, the supersat-
uration of Al in L1, of cast alloy was confirmed by
comparing phase compositions of as-cast L1y to
those predicted by CALPHAD at 1000 and 700°C
(Table I).

To further understand the order—disorder trans-
formation between FCC and L1y, another series of
CALPHAD studies was conducted. In these calcu-
lations, the compositions of the FCC phase at
1000°C and the L1, phase at 700°C were considered
as overall compositions. All the phases except FCC
and L1, were suspended. At 1000°C, FCC was found
to be the only stable phase for both compositions.
However, at 700°C, L1, appears as a stable phase
along with the FCC phase. This result supports the
experimental observation of ordering transforma-
tion between 1000°C and 700°C discussed earlier.
Furthermore, by comparing CALPHAD and exper-
imental data, it can be concluded that the alloy,
during solidification, crystallizes as FCC from the
liquid state and undergoes sequential ordering at a
temperature between 700°C and 1000°C.

From CALPHAD studies at 700°C, apart from
FCC and B2, a minor fraction of Cr-rich ¢ phase

formation was also expected. ¢ Phase formation has
also been reported in thermo-mechanically pro-
cessed eutectic alloy.'® However, in the present
work, the ¢ phase was not observed after thermal
exposure at 700°C for the following reasons. The
driving force (151 J/mol) for ¢ formation in the
present alloy was lower than that in the eutectic
alloy (352 J/mol). CALPHAD studies also reveal
that the equilibrium amount of the ¢ phase reduced
from 7.2% in eutectic alloy to 6.6% in the present
alloy. Furthermore, the kinetic assistance available
for ¢ formation during the TMP is absent in the
present case.

Heat treatment reduced the Al content in Llo/
FCC and Cr content in B2 (Table II). This decrease
in Al after heat treatment is associated with the
precipitation of B2 from supersaturated L1,. Table I
shows the supersaturation of various L1, regions
with Al, Co and Ni in as-cast alloy compared to that
predicted by CALPHAD at 1000°C. Interestingly,
albeit having a higher degree of supersaturation,
the regular L1, phase was devoid of precipitates.
CALPHAD studies at 1000°C for specific composi-
tions of regular and irregular L1, (from Table I)
revealed the former to have lower Gibbs energy
(— 85 kd/mol) than the latter (— 83.4 kd/mol). Thus,
compared to the irregular L1,, the regular L1, is
expected to have higher stability and lower ten-
dency for phase decomposition.

He et al.?” reported FCC phase decomposition
owing to severe lattice distortions in Co-Cr-Fe-Ni
systems. They also proved that minor additions of
elements like Al having larger atomic size could
accelerate this decomposition process. Thus, the L1,
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Fig. 8. SEM annular BSE micrographs of the alloy heat-treated at 1000°C for (a), (b) 1 h, (c) 24 h, (d) 100 h.

phase of the present alloy containing Al, Co, Cr, Fe
and Ni is expected to have a driving force for phase
decomposition. However, compared to regular L1,
the higher order of chemical heterogeneity observed
in irregular L1, (Fig. 3b) can result in non-uniform
lattice strain. Furthermore, the lattice strain energy
within the regular eutectic is expected to be lower
because of steady-state coupled growth. This can
retard the kinetics of phase decomposition within
the regular L1,. Thus, despite supersaturation,
higher stability and reduced lattice strain associ-
ated with regular L1, can retard its phase decom-
position compared to irregular L1,.

The lamellar degradation during annealing has
been attributed to mechanisms like termination
migration, globularization and cusping.® Phenom-
ena like the minimization of interfacial energy and
capillary forces have been ascr1bed as the driving
force behind these mechanisms.® In the current
alloy, mechanisms like cylinderization and edge
spheroidization were observed to dominate during
the initial stages of globularization (1 h of heat
treatment) (Fig. 8a, b). With the increase in anneal-
ing time, termination migrations and boundary
splitting were also observed (Fig. 8c, d). At longer
annealing durations, the globularized B2 phase
underwent Ostwald ripening, which can be linked
to the minimization of interfacial energy.®

The FCC: B2 phase vol.% changed to 64:36 after
1 h of heat treatment at 1000°C compared to that in
as-cast condition (79:21). Interestingly, the precip-
itate fraction decreased with an increase in heat
treatment duration, while the overall B2 phase
fraction remained constant (~35%) (Fig. 9a). The
decrease in precipitate fraction with annealing time
is attributed to globularization and Ostwald

ripening. A phase fraction after 700°C heat treat-
ment was identical to that after 1000°C (Fig. 9a).
This overall phase fraction was similar to that of the
eutectic alloy.'? Thus, it can be concluded that heat
treatment duration and the current temperature
range (700-1000°C) do not influence the overall B2
phase fraction.

Room Temperature Compressive Deformation
Behaviour

The yield strength of the alloy increased from
524 MPa to 600 MPa upon thermal exposure (Fig. 9-
b). However, Young’s modulus was found to be 103
GPa before and after heat treatment. The yield
strength of the near eutectic alloy was well within
the ran%e reported for eutectic alloys in the litera-
ture.* 6101637239 The increase in yield strength
without TMP, and merely by heat treatment, is
attributed to the homogeneous precipitation of the
hard B2 phase within relatively softer pro-eutectic
and irregular eutectic FCC/L1, region. These pre-
cipitates constrain the plastic deformation of the
soft FCC/L1, phase, thereby introducing long-range
back stresses. Shi et al. have shown the influence of
back stress in enhancing the yield strength of
thermo-mechanically processed alloy.® Compared
to as-cast alloy, the presence of precipitates in
TMP alloy increased the back stress associated with
the FCC phase, Wh1ch improved the global yield
strength of the alloy.® However, despite identical
phase fraction, the yield strength of the heat-treated
alloy was inferior to the TMP eutectic alloy reported
in the literature 101216373940 mhis inferior
strength can be attributed to the fine grain size,
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the trend between the duration) and (b) room temperature true stress-strain and work hardening curves of as-cast and heat-treated alloy.

twins and intergranular B2 precipitation in the
thermo-mechanically processed alloy.”*!

The work-hardening behaviour of the as-cast and
heat-treated alloys was similar during the initial
stages of deformation (Fig. 9b). The B2 phase in Al-
Co-Cr-Fe-Ni alloy system has been reported to
exhibit a superior strength than the FCC phase.**
Furthermore, L1, phase can effectively accommo-
date higher fractions of plastic strains, thereby
enhancing plasticity.?>?! Hence, during the initial
stages of straining, the FCC phase undergoes
deformation prior to the B2. This leads to similar
work hardening behaviour in both as-cast and heat-
treated alloys.

However, during the later stages, the as-cast alloy
exhibited a superior work hardening rate. The
inferior work hardening rate in the later stages of
deformation can be attributed to the coarsening and
globularization of the B2 phase upon heat treat-
ment. This relieves the constraints associated with
the FCC phase, reducing the back stress developed
within the phase. Nevertheless, the strength-duc-
tility synergy is expected to be superior post-heat
treatment because of the breakdown of long lamel-
lae, which otherwise can act as crack propagation
sites. Additionally, the precipitation fine B2 phase
can strengthen the alloy via Orowan mechanism.?!

CONCLUSION

e The alloy was found to solidify as FCC and later
undergo sequential ordering to L1, at transition
temperatures between 700°C and 1000°C.

Heat treatment resulted in localized globular-
ization of B2 due to lamellar instability. Fur-
thermore, homogeneous precipitation of acicular
B2 occurred within the proeutectic and irregular
eutectic regions. Supersaturation of Al and
superior stability of regular L1, were found to
influence the B2 precipitation.

e The precipitation increased the overall B2 phase
fraction of the alloy to that reported for eutectic
composition. Heat treatment temperature and
duration displayed minimal effect on the overall
B2 fraction. However, the precipitate fraction
decreased with an increase in annealing time.
The homogeneous B2 precipitation upon thermal
exposure enhanced the mechanical behaviour of
the alloy. However, the work hardenability was
found to be superior for as-cast alloy.
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